<p><span class="full-image-float-left ssNonEditable"><img style="width: 250px;" src="http://lifesong.squarespace.com/storage/atfeeding2.jpg?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1278527898809" alt="" /></span>The school situation in the town of Ziway, Ethiopia is very inadequate. Many children simply do not have the opportunity to attend school at any level or in any facility. The government schools are overcrowded with up to 75 students per classroom. Private schools tend to be somewhat better, but usually have 40-50 students per class. Whether private or public, the schools are lacking in even the basics. Students must share textbooks and cannot take their textbooks home. Even standard items such as chalk and pencils are in short supply and must be severely rationed.</p>

<p class="body">The caregivers and children recognize the value of a good education. They know that education is critical to their obtaining good employment and providing for themselves and their families. Therefore, it is a priority to <strong><a href="http://www.lifesongfororphans.org/index.htm">Lifesong for Orphans</a></strong> to construct a quality grade school as quickly as possible. <strong>One of the essential ways to pull Ethiopia out of its poverty is to educate its citizens.</strong></p>

<p><span style="text-decoration: underline;"><span style="color: #0070c0;">&nbsp;</span></span></p>

<p><strong>We all go out of our ways to give our kiddos the very best we possibly can. In Ethiopia, this looks very different than it does for you and me in the US! </strong></p>

<p><strong><a href="http://www.lifesongfororphans.org/index.htm">Lifesong for Orphans</a></strong> is supporting 3 schools in the <strong><a href="http://www.lifesongfororphans.org/orphanagesEth.html">Ziway, Ethiopia</a></strong> area. We are currently repairing one of the schools and are in the process of building another, but are hopeful to use all three this fall.</p>

<p style="text-align: center;"><strong><span style="font-size: 130%;">As you start gathering school supplies for your kids, would you consider helping the children in Ziway? </span></strong></p>

<p style="text-align: center;"><strong><span style="font-size: 130%;">We are in need of new desks, lights, and fixtures!</span></strong></p>

<p style="text-align: center;">

<p style="text-align: center;"><strong><span style="font-size: 130%;">&nbsp;</span></strong></p>

<span style="color: #943634;">Current supply shelves: </span></p>

<p style="text-align: center;"><span class="full-image-block ssNonEditable"><img style="width: 250px;" src="http://lifesong.squarespace.com/storage/IMG_0597.JPG?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1278529372309" alt="" /></span></p>

<p style="text-align: center;"><span style="color: #943634;">

<p class="MsoNormal" style="margin: 0in 0in 10pt;"><span style="color: #943634;"><span style="font-family: Calibri;"><span style="font-size: small;">Current &lsquo;desks&rsquo;: </span><span class="full-image-block ssNonEditable" style="margin: 0in 0in 10pt;"><span style="font-size: small;"><img style="width: 250px;" src="http://lifesong.squarespace.com/storage/adami%20tulu%20nursery%20school.png?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1278529467961" alt="" /></span></span>

<p class="MsoNormal" style="margin: 0in 0in 10pt; text-align: center;"><span style="color: #943634;"><span style="font-size: small;">New desks needed:

<p style="text-align: center;"><span class="full-image-block ssNonEditable" style="margin: 0in 0in 10pt;"><img style="width: 250px;" src="http://lifesong.squarespace.com/storage/new%20desks.png?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1278529522099" alt="" /></span></p>

<p class="MsoPlainText" style="margin: 0in 0in 0pt; text-align: center;"><strong style="mso-bidi-font-weight: normal;"><span style="font-size: 12pt; color: #0070c0; font-family: &amp;amp;quot; mso-bidi-font-family: 'Segoe UI';">Make a donation <a href="http://www.lifesongfororphans.org/donation.html">here</a> and indicate &lsquo;Ethiopia school needs&rsquo; in the description.</span></strong></p>

<p class="MsoPlainText" style="margin: 0in 0in 0pt; text-align: center;"><strong style="mso-bidi-font-weight: normal;"><span style="font-size: 12pt; color: #0070c0; font-family: &amp;amp;quot; mso-bidi-font-family: 'Segoe UI';"><span class="full-image-block ssNonEditable"><img style="width: 250px;" src="http://lifesong.squarespace.com/storage/kids%20at%20school.png?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1278529624360" alt="" /></span></span></strong>

<p class="MsoNormal" style="text-align: center;"><strong style="mso-bidi-font-weight: normal;"><span style="font-size: 12pt; color: #943634; line-height: 115%;">To stay up to date on the progress, check back <a href="http://www.lifesongfororphans.org/cp-Eth.html">here</a>. </span></strong></p>
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